
                                                                                                                             

                                                   Travell Home and School Association  
General Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 24, 2018 
7pm 

Attendees:  C.McHugh, D. Ryan, M. Hooban, L. Henky, M. Frisina, T. Carucci, J. Ackley, L. Perrapato, J. 
Banks, K. Kirtane, M. Agatep, S. Kapadia, M. Pilla, T. Lee, N. Russo, J. Tesseyman, M. Leininger, K. 

Ramsahai, K. Nakasone            
  
1. Cori McHugh welcomes everyone and calls the meeting to order.  The candidates running for the Board of 

Education, Vince Loncto and Christopher Kaufman are introduced. 

2. Board of Education Candidates Presentation 
Vince Loncto: running for reelection.  He moved here in 1995.  Came for quality of public education and it 
was a wise choice.  Forever grateful for schools and teachers.  CEO of CBS, Disney and McGraw Hill, 
CPA, retired army officer. Re-elected twice, serving seven years, takes pride in being on the board of edu-
cation and wants to maintain a curriculum of excellence.  Successfully implemented full day k, brought 
more kids back in district for special ed, out of district emplacement has gone down 9 percent. Implement-
ed technology,  wants to maintain quality of extracurricular activities.  Testing and college placements are 
doing well.  Programs help those with special needs as well.  Tax increases at or below 2%.  The lowest 
ratios of administrators per students and kept cost per student among the lowest.  Growth rate of just about 
2% when 70% cost is salary and benefits.  Participated in three contract negotiations.  Balance needs of 
students, parents, teachers, has the time experience and commitment to devote to this task.  Involved par-
ents make schools great and he gives thanks to the HSA.  

Next Christopher Kaufman spoke.  Informed the debate will be held on 10/29 at the Board of Ed 7:30pm.  
Chris is a Ridgewood resident, with a 7th grader and 5th grader. He has been becoming more involved in 
the community.  Fundraiser and coach. Implement new planetarium at Hawes.  Tries to allow his role to 
help the community.  Loves and embraces the community.  School budget has gone up 30 million.  Not 
personally against Vince and would run against anyone whose seat was up, he respects all the members of 
the BoE. Where will we be in another ten years if the budget keeps going up? Disconnect between commu-
nity and board, teachers and board and village council and the board.  The vote on the budget has recently 
come up.  Lack of transparency over the years? Study done to replace the windows yet nobody has seen it? 
Expenditures should be made clear.  Five board member with only one with a kid in the district.  How can 
decisions be made without parents? Need members on the board that will make decisions that impact our 
students.   

The floor is open to questions:  

L.Henky asks about what each sees as the most important needs in the district.  C.Kaufman responds: bud-
get, safety, and the SRO is important for several reasons.  V.Loncto responds: money and staying under the 
2% cap, generated efficiency, outsource some core services. Now a days it seems we have to keep running 
faster to stay where you are.  Condition of aging buildings dating from 50-100 years old.  



M.Hooban asks each their position on giving the residents the right to vote on the budget.  Both agree that 
vote should be in the hand of the public  

L.Henky asks what will be done to ensure special ed services are kept up to par and how will the teachers 
be supported to maintain the certifications and training needed.  V.Loncto responded 6 orton Gillinghma 
teachers were trained and now there have been 22 trained in Orton Gillingham.  The district will do what is 
needed to maintain their professional requirements and work to keep kids in district.   

M.Pilla asks about open campus for freshman at Ridgewood High School.  C. Kaufman says this is a major 
concern with 9th graders leaving campus, but concedes Vince is probably more versed in the reason why 
subs have been let go,  but the cost of subs is cheap.  Junior and seniors could leave but ninth and tenth 
grade can’t leave.   

V.Loncto said that Coffee and conversations which is held as an open informal forum at the board of ed for 
parents and the board is where this came up.  RHS has had Open campus since the seventies. Open campus 
restricted to upper class men until parents from the HSA asked for a change.  The non-hiring of subs is a  
Pilot program aimed at saving money.    Privilege of leaving campus can be denied by parent if desired.  
GPA’s higher and test scores up with open campus.   

Denise Ryan and Cori McHugh thank the candidates for their time.   

3. President’s Report: Cori McHugh and Denise Ryan 
a. Want to inform the community about how much the HSA really does:  fourth float, summer play 

dates, school supplies delivery, back to school family picnic, portraits, basketball, assemblies.  So 
many dedicated parent volunteers give so much time to make our school a great place.   

b. Bagel day is Friday and adult social is Saturday rain or shine 
c. Jess Auerbach is working on the directory and it should be complete soon.  

  

4. Principal’s Report: Dr. Leininger 
 -20 days of kindness with 20 days of activities. Choose to Be Nice program implemented.  “What 
if Everybody Said That” read along for the whole school happened in September.  The October Profession-
al Development day focused on the Responsive classroom and starting and ending day on a positive note.  
Fire safety week, fire truck and firefighters came to talk to younger grades.  Bus evacuation drill on Mon-
day October 29.  New security takes time.  Need you to be patient.  It’s across the board in the district.  
Hopefully it will get smoother and cleaner.  New one button lockdown will be put into place.  Met with 
TA’s to go over security protocols. Marionettes coming, fifth grade going to Storm King, third graders get-
ting dictionaries from Rotary Club, book discussion on the 30th Unselfie for parents interested in attending.   

5. Officer’s  Reports 
• Treasurer: Karen Ramsahai presents copies of  the budget to all in attendance.  Also posted on-

line. 
▪ Karen discusses the budget. Page 1 is Fundraisers, SCRIP, Bake Sales, what 

each event made last year is presented.   
▪ Page 2 Enrichment: Assemblies the HSA pays for.  Increased budget $300 from 

last year but more is in all school assemblies than grade level specific.   
▪ Page 3 is the expense accounts where we either break even or pay for the event/

expenditure. Fifth grade expenses separated out because they are just for the 
fifth grade students. We will pay for families in financial distress for Philly trip 
in the past and will continue to do so.  Fifth grade class is larger than last years 
so expenses have gone up.   



▪ Reserve remains at $12000 as per the bylaws 
▪ $19135 left to spend.  Maybe some allotted to 21st century classrooms.   
▪ VOTE: K.Nakasone makes a motion, first from K.Kirtane and a second by  

D.Ryan.  All attend vote in favor of the budget.  Thank Karen and Surbhi for 
their hard work in putting the budget together.   

▪ Karen goes over the numbers we are looking at so far this year.  $2900 in thus 
far.  Out thus far is the gifted $4500 field trip buses, lunch for teachers, student 
planners, totaling $8790.     

• Vice President, Megan A. - Circus $1000 in concessions brought in.  New company so we don’t 
have to keep the inventory.  Bill for toy $540 and some other expenses netted roughly $400. 
SCRIP $750. 2 to 5 envelopes per class.  Open positions: drama chair third-fifth grade.  New 
Drama program will be run by Somerville parent,  Denise DeAngelis. Tuesday’s and Fridays 
starting December 4(Registration).  Performance date 2/13 &14.  

• VPs – Fundraising, M. Frisina : JCrew $300 raised.  Talking in town to see who might partner for 
fundraising.    Friends of Travell is the big fundraiser trying to get items to raffle, letters will go 
out in a few weeks.  T shirt consolidation price $6.  

7. Committee Reports 
➢ Travell Wear Chairs:  T. Carruci, L. Perrapato and J. Ackley working with Varsity Hues for new Trav-

ell Wear.  Finalizing what will be in online store Nov1-16.  Will be delivered for Christmas.  Staying 
in same price point, samples will be in the lobby.  All paid online and they will cut us a check post.   

➢ C. McHugh suggests we consider a safety presentation with Mike Reinke at HSA meeting and SRO if 
available as well.   

➢ International Expo will be May 2-3 board presentations, food court, show and art show. Theme is tra-
ditional clothing.  Mini fashion show.  You don’t need to be from the country to participate in it.   

Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 pm.  Minutes respectfully submitted by K.Nakasone 


