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Travell DEI Committee Mission

Ridgewood, which is located twenty miles outside of New York City, continues to enlarge its racial and 
cultural composition. Given this fact, coupled with the national momentum to acknowledge the full 
diversity of experiences and perspectives from our country’s history, our school community has a unique 
opportunity to provide our students with the tools they will need to succeed in this ever-changing world 
by helping them gain knowledge about our past so that they become empowered global citizens of the 
future.

Travell’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Committee seeks to work with the school’s educators and 
parents to incorporate diverse content into Travell's current curriculum and proposed enrichment 
programs. The DEI Committee will focus on collaborating with and supporting faculty, staff and program 
leaders, with the implementation of appropriate grade-based materials that will reinforce the values and 
goals of a well-rounded education. The DEI Committee proposes leveraging Travell’s pre-existing 
framework and folding diversity-based educational material and resources into current teaching and 
program plans/models.
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Art
The role of art in school allows students to be innovative and provides them with a 

creative outlet.  It is also a unique platform from which different cultures can be 
discussed and explored.  

The following pages were compiled by the DEI committee showcasing suggested artists 
to profile either in Art class or as a resource to Tic Toc parent volunteers.  
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Alma Woodsey Thomas

Bio:  A Black painter and art educator best known for her 
colorful abstract paintings.  She has been described as an 
“underappreciated artist” who is more recently recognized for 
her “”exuberant” works, which are full of pattern, rhythm and 
color.  

Genre: Expressionism and Realism, Painter

Possible Assignments:
(1) Use of dot markers, round color stickers, or glued small 

pieces of scrap to form a pattern or design (K-2)
(2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LrQ4wwu3SA (K-3)
(3) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=He8kVx87MkA (3-5)
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Floyd Norman

Bio:  A Black animator, writer and comic book artist.  He 
worked on the original Sleeping Beauty and became the first 
Black animator employed by the Walt Disney Company. He 
also worked on the animated versions of Peter Pan, Robin 
Hood and Monsters, Inc.  

Genre: Animation 

Possible Assignments:
(1) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-JFC6cyTmc (K-3)
(2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0Dy63LMja8 (K-3)
(3) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sogWaGyJr70 (1-3)
(4) Drawings to create a short comic strip (3-5)
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Mark Bradford

Bio: Contemporary Black artist known for his abstract paintings 
combining collage with paint.  He is known for using basic 
materials that he finds all around him, including cardboard and 
materials that have been discarded in order to create his large 
artistic works.  

Genre: Contemporary Abstract Art 

Possible Assignments:
(1) Have students use a combination of newspapers, long 

pieces of colorful vibrant paper, paint or string to create 
their own vision (K-5)

(2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XI6o2SGRaI (K-2)
(3) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvX7bSbQ150 (2-5)
(4) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmiG9FB3R_g (3-5)
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Fernando Botero

Bio:  A Colombian figurative artist and sculptor, his signature 
style, also known as "Boterismo", depicts people and figures in 
large, exaggerated volume, which can represent political 
criticism or humor, depending on the piece. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-Ucfq-662Y

Genre: Figurative artist

Possible Assignments:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3lEPcSQiwo 

(2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXJ0BCYnyYg
(3) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIcnpVCnGN4&t=57s
(4) I would like to invite everyone to draw & paint a picture of a 

person they want with the “Boterismo” style.
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Frida Kahlo

Bio:  Mexican painter known for her many portraits, 
self-portraits, and works inspired by the nature and artifacts of 
Mexico. Inspired by the country's popular culture, she 
employed a naïve folk art style to explore questions of identity, 
postcolonialism, gender, class, and race in Mexican society.

Genre: Self-portrait painter

Possible Assignments:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOQDSfscgYw (K-2) 

(2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz-EmGHqov4 (3-5) 
(3) They can also take a mirror and draw a self-portrait of 

themselves (All Grade Levels)
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Faith Ringgold

Bio: Faith Ringgold is a teacher, writer, artist and civil rights activist. She 
painted the world around her. She painted the injustices she saw daily. 
She painted about the Black experience depicting what life was like for 
black women in America. She used paints, as well as, fabric creating large 
“story quilts, best seen in her children’s book Tar Beach 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=794M-mcOJY4

Genre: Contemporary painter, Feminist Art Movement

Possible Assignments:

(1) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9RKJleFdBU watch Faith 
Ringgold read her book, Tar Beach, then have kids draw themselves 
flying above their own dreamscapes (K-2)

(2) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvjTCEfFKPA make your own 
narrative quilt (3-5)
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Maya Lin
Bio: Maya Lin is an artist, architect and sculptor. At 21 yrs, her 
design was selected out of thousands of other submissions to 
memorialize the the 58,000 soldiers that died in the Vietnam war. 
She designed her memorial to visually cut into the earth to show the 
scar of war.

Genre: Land art, architecture, sculpture

Possible Assignments:

(1) “I see Rivers as fluid moving drawings” See how Maya Lin 
reimagined the Hudson River with pins. Give paper, have them 
draw a river in pencil, then give kids a variety of materials (torn 
tissue paper, yarn, beads) and glue along in the shape of the 
river. (K-2)

(2) Create a miniature model of expressive sculpture to symbolize 
your vision of  a world event (Vietnam memorial or Civil Rights 
Memorial) 
https://www.crayola.com/lesson-plans/maya-lin-architect--sculpt
or-lesson-plan/ (3-5) 13
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Tina Allen

Bio:  An American sculptor known for her monuments to prominent Black Americans. 
Allen began painting at the age of five and was discovered at the age of 10 by William 
Zorach, who was considered one of the greatest living sculptors in the world. Allen, who 
was considered a social activist as well as an artist, created her first three-dimensional 
work when she sculpted a bust of Aristotle in high school. Allen often focused on the 
Harlem Renaissance. People described her art as a history in bronze because she 
always focused on important black historical figures and wanted to portray them through 
sculpture.  

Genre:  Sculptor

Possible Assignments:
(1) Practice making faces with playdoh 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ww7odES0gBw (K-2)
(2) Learn to make clay out of bread https://kinderart.com/kitchen/bread-clay/ (K-2)
(3) Learn about sculpture techniques called coiling, scoring, and making cut outs from 

slabs. Then kids take the techniques they learned and get creative making monster 
sculptures!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qi7d25knVk  (3-5)
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Amy Sherald
io:  An American painter who works mostly as a portraitist depicting Black  Americans in everyday 

settings. Since 2012, her work has used grisaille to portray skin tones, a choice she describes as 
intended to challenge conventions about skin color and race. In 2016, Sherald became the first 
woman as well as the first Black  American ever to win the National Portrait Gallery's Outwin 
Boochever Portrait Competition with her painting, Miss Everything (Unsuppressed Deliverance). 
The next year, she and Kehinde Wiley become the first Black Americans ever to receive 
presidential portrait commissions from the National Portrait Gallery.

Genre: Painter, Portraitist, Simplified Realism

Possible Assignments: 
(1) Learn how to make different skin tones out of primary colors 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cffHwXYjgC4 (All Ages)
(2) An article about an Elementary school teacher who taught kids to mix their own skin colors into 

jars to help them “Love the skin their in” 
https://cafemom.com/parenting/214273-pigment-pain-lession (3-5)

(3) How to Draw a Face - Animated Easy Tutorial https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3TikcVkFow 
(3-5)

(4) Body Tracing Self Portrait Ativity https://artfulparent.com/body-tracing-activity-for-kids/ (All 
Grade Levels)
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Jacob Lawrence

Bio: A painter who was one of the most renowned Black artists of his 
time. He was known for producing narrative collections like the Migration 
Series and War Series. He illustrated the Black experience using vivid 
colors set against black and brown figures. He also served as a 
professor of art at the University of Washington for 15 years.

Genre: Painter, Narratives, Expressive Cubism
https://youtu.be/ZLC8xRNcJvE

Possible Assignments:
(1) Students use bright colors and simple flat shapes on a background to 

tell a story (3-5)  
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/374432156489420564/

(2) An art lesson on street scenes, using paper cutouts  (3-5) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_h0NTDPWq-0

(3) List of resources 
https://whitney.org/www/jacoblawrence/resources/webography.html
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Kehinde Wylie

Bio: Kehinde Wiley is an American portrait painter based in New York City, who is 
known for his highly naturalistic paintings of Black Americans. He was 
commissioned in 2017 to paint a portrait of former President Barack Obama for the 
Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery, which has portraits of all the U.S. presidents.

Genre: Painter, specializing in portraiture

Possible Assignments:
Self-portrait or portrait lesson, possibly using photograph against a decorative 
background. https://www.blowingrockmuseum.org/athome/kehinde-wiley (All 
Grade Levels)
Wiley creates contemporary portraits inspired by the poses in traditional 
Baroque paintings. Students will select their own Baroque pose for an altered 
photograph project and create a unique overlapping pattern inspired by Wiley. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZkRszO8DKI&feature=youtu.be 
(3-5)
Students could use the Obama portrait to learn about the legacy of 
presidential portraits and how portraits can show more than a person’s face, 
they can tell a story of that person (3-5)
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Gym Sub-Committee
Members:
● Caroline Chopey
● Nancy Joachim-Ventura 
● Kelly Kirtane
● Jess Vartughian
● Kathy Young
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in 
Physical Education

The role of Physical Education for students is critical from a variety of 
perspectives including health and wellness, teamwork, collaboration.  

Intentional diversification of activities to expand perspective and promote 
inclusion can compliment curriculum well.

The following pages were compiled by the DEI committee to showcase 
resources around physical games and activities reflecting diverse heritages 

as well as resources to promote inclusion.
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Diversified Activities
Integrating Black American athletic contributions into Physical Education

● From the National Museum of African American History & Culture: Because sports were among the first, 
and most high profile spaces to accept Black Americans on relative terms of quality, sport has had a 
unique role within American culture. 

Opportunities to share Black stories within PE lessons:

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/sports

https://www.newsday.com/sports/black-history-month-black-pioneers-in-sports-history-1.3500135

● Tennis:  Arthur Ashe // Althea Gibson // Serena & Venus Williams
● Track & Field: Jesse Owens // Wilma Rudolph 
● Football and Lacrosse:  Jim Brown
● Basketball:  Earl Lloyd // Chuck Cooper // Nat Clifton // Michael Jordan 
● Baseball:  Jackie Robinson
● Golf: Charlie Sifford // Lee Elder
● Soccer:  Tim Howard
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Arthur Ashe

Bio:  Arthur Ashe became the first (and remains the only) Black American male tennis 
player to win the U.S. Open and Wimbledon singles titles. He was also the first Black 
American man to earn the No. 1 ranking in the world and the first to earn induction into 
the Tennis Hall of Fame. Always an activist, when Ashe learned that he had contracted 
AIDS via a blood transfusion, he turned his efforts to raising awareness about the 
disease.  He died February 6, 1993.

Sport: Tennis

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Share a few facts about Arthur Ashe (All Grade Levels)
● He received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Bill Clinton.
● He attended UCLA on a full scholarship.

2) Clips to watch: (All Grade Levels)
Watch the moment Arthur Ashe won Wimbledon in 1975
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Uz86CVC9rM

  3) Learn about Ashe:  Video that has 10 facts about Ashe (3rd to 5th Grade)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bajHTwpq5PQ
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Althea Gibson
Bio: Althea Gibson was a World No. 1 American sportswoman who became the 
first Black American woman to be a competitor on the world tennis tour and the 
first to win a Grand Slam title in 1956. She is sometimes known as "the Jackie 
Robinson of tennis" for breaking the color barrier. Gibson was a member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.

Sport: Tennis; Golf

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Share a few facts about Althea Gibson:(All Grade Levels)
● Gibson was an American tennis player and professional golfer.
● Gibson won 5 Grand Slam Singles Title and 6 Grand Slams 

Doubles Titles.
● She was inducted into the Tennis Hall of Fame in 1971. 

  2) Clips to Share:  
Remembering Althea Gibson (3rd-5th Grade)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkZv8o_7zDg 
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The Williams Sisters

Bio: Venus and Serena Williams are sisters who play tennis. They won many important 
tournaments from 1999 to the early 2000s. The two sometimes teamed up to win doubles 
(two against two) championships. Each sister won many singles championships as well. In 
2002 they were the top two women tennis players in the world.  Both sisters continue to 
play competitive tennis. 

Sport: Tennis

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Share a few facts about The Williams Sisters:(All Grade Levels)
● The Williams sisters both became professional tennis players at about age 

14
● They often played against each other but were a successful doubles team as 

well.

    2) Clips to Watch: 

● Serena & Venus: The William sisters’ Rivalry (ESPN) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE60xC3Yr3Y (3rd-5th Grade)
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George Taliaferro
Bio: George Taliaferro was a professional American football player. He was the 
first Black American drafted by a National Football League team. He was born 
in Gates, Tennessee, but raised in Gary, Indiana.  Taliaferro played for the NFL 
for the New York Yanks from 1950 to 1951, the Dallas Texans in 1952, the 
Baltimore Colts from 1953 to 1954, and Philadelphia Eagles in 1955.  Taliaferro 
was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1981.

Sport: Football

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Share a few facts about George Taliaferro: (All Grade Levels)
● Drafted in the NFL in 1949
● Was lead rusher and an All American at Indiana University. 
● After his football career, he went and got his master’s in social work 

at Howard University and taught at various universities. 

2) Clips to watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiECXiB2ujQ (3rd-5th Grade) 24
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Jerry Rice

Bio: Jerry Lee Rice is a former American football wide receiver who played in the National Football 
League, primarily with the San Francisco 49ers. He is widely considered to be the greatest wide 
receiver in NFL history, and often called the greatest NFL player of all time.

Sport: Football

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Share a few facts about Jerry Rice: (All Grade Levels)
● He is the all-time leader in most major statistical categories for wide receivers and the 

all-time NFL leader in receptions, touchdown receptions, and yards.
● He won three Super Bowl rings. 
● He was selected to the Pro Bowl 13 times and named All-Pro 12 
● Rice has co-authored two books about his life.

 2) Clips to Share(3rd-5th Grade):

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHKIh3gh1fQ 
● https://www.si.com/nfl/video/2014/09/18/jerry-rice-little-things-lead-greatness
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Kyle Harrison
Bio: Kyle Harrison is an American professional lacrosse player on the 
Redwoods Lacrosse Club of the Premier Lacrosse League. Harrison is the 
2005 Tewaaraton Player of the Year Award recipient, and the first minority to 
do so. He played college lacrosse at Johns Hopkins University and was 
co-captain on the team that went undefeated to win the 2005 NCAA Division I 
Men's Lacrosse Championship. His father, Dr. Miles Harrison, a legacy 
physician, played on the first all-black college lacrosse team in the NCAA 
during the 1970s at Morgan State.
Sport: Lacrosse
Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum: 
1) Share some facts about Kyle Harrison: (All Grade Levels) 

● He is a 7 time Major Lacrosse League All Star
● He currently plays for the Redwoods Lacrosse Club of the Premier 

Lacrosse League. He is a captain on the team.
2) Clips to Share (3rd to 5th Grade):

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA--8RNI1UU 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpzeArm5QMs
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Antoinette “Toni” Harris

Bio: Antoinette "Toni" Harris is an American college football player who is a safety for 
Central Methodist University in the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA).  She is the first woman to receive a full college football scholarship as a 
non-specialist, and the second woman to ever play football on scholarship.

Sport: Football

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Share a few facts about Toni Harris (All Grade Levels)
● Played high school football in Redford, Michigan
● Became the first woman to ever play for East Los Angeles College and 

earned six offers to play football at 4 year universities.  
● She beat ovarian cancer
● Was in a Super Bowl commercial in 2019

2) Clips to Share (3rd to 5th Grade)
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1RvmqYr7D4
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jq6ncsil-oA 27
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Angie Benson
Bio: Angie Benson is one of the top female goalies in lacrosse.  She is a current starter at Virginia 
Tech.  She started her NCAA career at Towson.  She also spent some time away from collegiate 
athletics coaching and running her own business. She came out of retirement in 2020 when she 
joined the Hoakies. 

Sport: Lacrosse

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Clips to share showing her playing: (All Grade Levels) 
● https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=528695501167020
● https://twitter.com/Towson_WLAX/status/860636563637547008

2) Article about Angie Benson’s journey back to Lacrosse after taking a 2 year break (3rd to 
5th Graders)
https://www.uslaxmagazine.com/college/women/not-even-two-years-off-from-college-lacros
se-slowed-down-angie-benson 

3) Article about Angie Benson and her advocacy work (4th to 5th Graders)
https://www.insidelacrosse.com/article/angie-benson-an-emerging-leader-engaging-the-spo
rt-s-racial-issues/56630
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Jackie Robinson

Bio: Jack Roosevelt Robinson was an American professional baseball player who became the first African American to play 
in Major League Baseball in the modern era. Robinson broke the baseball color line when he started at first base for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers on April 15, 1947.

Sport: Baseball

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Some facts to share: (All Grade Levels) 
● During his 10-year MLB career, Robinson won the inaugural Rookie of the Year Award in 1947, was an 

All-Star for six consecutive seasons from 1949 through 1954, and won the National League Most Valuable 
Player Award in 1949—the first black player so honored.

● In 1997, MLB retired his uniform number 42 across all major league teams; he was the first professional 
athlete in any sport to be so honored. 

● Robinson also was the first black television analyst in MLB and the first black vice president of a major 
American corporation, Chock full o'Nuts. 

● In the 1960s, he helped establish the Freedom National Bank, a Black-American-owned financial institution 
based in Harlem, New York. 

● After his death in 1972, Robinson was posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal and 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in recognition of his achievements on and off the field.

2) PBS Video (4th & 5th Graders):  
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/6a3f83c2-f961-4b22-8a54-e23a04dcc57b/jackie-robinson-video/ 29
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Charlie Sifford

Bio: Charles Luther Sifford was an American professional golfer who was the first African American to play on the 
PGA Tour. He won the Greater Hartford Open in 1967 and the Los Angeles Open in 1969. He also won the United 
Golf Association's National Negro Open six times, and the PGA Seniors' Championship in 1975.

Sport: Golf

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Some facts to share: (All Grade Levels) 
● Sifford began as a Caddie in North Carolina.
● He could shoot par by the age of 13.
● He won the National Negro Open five straight times from 1952-1956, all the while pushing golf’s 

color boundaries. Not until 1960, when he was 39, did he earn a PGA player card.
● Once the PGA dropped the “Caucasian Only” rule, SIfford won twice on the PGA Tour, at the 1967 

Greater Hartford Open and the 1969 Los Angeles Open.
● Sifford was the first Black-American to play the PGA and the first to be inducted into the World Golf 

Hall of Fame.
2) PGA Tribute Video (4th-5th Grade):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hqS1hxJVI0

3) PGA Links To Learning Document & Quiz (4th-5th Grade):  
https://www.pgatour.com/content/dam/pgatour/linkstolearningworksheets/history/PGA%20TOUR%20Links
toLearning-History%20-%20Charlie%20Sifford.pdf 30
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Tim Howard

Bio: Timothy Matthew Howard (born March 6, 1979) is an American professional soccer player who currently plays as a 
goalkeeper for USL Championship club Memphis 901 FC, a club of which he is a minority owner and sporting director. He is 
also international ambassador in the US for former club Everton.

Sport: Soccer

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

1) Some facts to share: (All Grade Levels) 
● Howard is widely considered to be the greatest goalkeeper in American soccer history. Howard was 

named to the 2003–04 PFA Premier League Team of the Year and was awarded the 2009 FIFA 
Confederations Cup Golden Glove.

● Howard is the most capped goalkeeper of all-time for the United States men's national team, with 121 
caps since 2002 until his international retirement in 2017. 

● Howard was diagnosed with Tourette syndrome and OCD when he was in the sixth grade.

● Howard was named MLS Humanitarian of the Year in 2001 for his work with children with Tourette 
syndrome.

● He works with the US Tourette Syndrome Association, sharing his story on an international public 
platform,  inviting children with Tourettes to games to talk with him, and serving as a role model.

2) Tim Howard Takes on Tourette (4th & 5th Graders) : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFm6F2CQYjE
3) Top 5 Tim Howard Saves (All Grade Levels):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTUW9GmHt-w
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Diversified Activities

Real Life Superhero Challenge:  http://www.gatewaysc.org/bringing-diversity-equity-and-inclusion-into-physical-education/

• This activity creates cross-curricular connections in physical education focuses on particular on cultural studies. It is a way 
for students to start learning about people who have been positive agents of change in society across many different fields, 
from music and art to science and politics.

Multicultural Games (as presented at the 2010 CAHPERD Conference in Ontario, CN)

● Document outlines equipment needed, rules for play, and corresponding standards

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxtcmJhc3NldHRwaHlzaWNhbGVkdWNhdGlvbnxne
DoyZmYwMWEyZDEyMTkwODRk&urp=gmail_link&gxids=7757

Spearing the Disc (Ethiopia)
Pebble Toss (Guinea)
Catch Your Tail (Nigeria)
Four Chiefs (Nigeria)
Schlagball (Germany)
Skyros (Greece)
Battledore & Shuttlecock (North American Indian)
Kitchen Ball (Botswana)

Step on My Shadow (Botswana)
Circle Bounce (Israel)
Blind Snake (Austria)
Trick the Guard (New Zealand)
Bola (Peru)
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Posters for 
Physical Education Spaces:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/PE-Poster-Diversity-and-Inclusion-in-Physical-Educatio
n-Tolerance-3998044
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Music Sub-Committee
Members include:
● Nancy Joachim-Ventura
● Tomoko Lee
● Stacy Malmborg
● Andrew Rackow
● Diva Yela
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in 
Music

Music also has the capacity to connect different cultures. Infusing diverse 
content in Music class not only exposes students to various music genres, 

but also enriches their learning experience and reinforces the true 
impact/breathe of music.

The following slides were compiled by the DEI committee showcasing 
suggested artists to profile in Music class. 
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Joseph Bologne

Bio:  A French classical composer, violinist and a conductor of 
the leading symphony orchestra in Paris.  He is remembered 
as the first-known first black composer.  He composed 
numerous string quartets and other instrumental pieces, as 
well as operate.   

Genre: Classical Music

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:
Play a piece composed by J. Bologne when discussing the 
violin or operas, for example  (All Grade Levels)
Show clips of the live stream of J. Bologne’s lone surviving 
opera (The Anonymous Lover) by Opera Ritrovata as 
performed by Los Angeles Opera and the Colburn School 
(https://www.colburnschool.edu/producing-the-anonymous-l
over/) (3rd - 5th graders)
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Scott Joplin
Bio:  An American composer and pianist.  Joplin is known as the King 
of Ragtime given the fame he achieved for his composition for his 
ragtime musical compositions.  His first and most popular piece, the 
“Maple Leaf Rag,” is ragtime’s first and most influential hit.   

Genre: Ragtime 

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:
Play a piece composed by S. Joplin when discussing/introducing 
the different musical genres, such as ragtime, which can played 
on a piano (All Grade Levels)
S. Joplin lesson plan: 
https://study.com/academy/lesson/scott-joplin-lesson-plan-for-ele
mentary-school.html (3rd - 5th graders)
Show a clip explaining what ragtime is and how it came about: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z3mGgyOUQqw (3rd - 5th 
graders)
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Wynton Marsalis
Bio: Wynton Marsalis is an American trumpeter and composer. 
He is both a famous jazz and classical musician and has won 
many awards, including a Pulitzer Prize. He also is the only 
musician to have won a Grammy Award in jazz and classical 
during the same year.   

Genre: Jazz and Classical 

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:
W. Marsalis can be presented/discussed when introducing the 
musical genre of jazz and/or the sounds of a trumpet to 
students (All Grade Levels)
Clips of W. Marsalis 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6eNWXiFj-k (K - 5th 
graders); https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GN09R2ryJ7o 
(3rd - 5th graders); 
https://wyntonmarsalis.org/videos/view/nyc-arts-profile-jazz-at-
lincoln-center-programs-for-young-people (4th - 5th graders)38

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6eNWXiFj-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GN09R2ryJ7o
https://wyntonmarsalis.org/videos/view/nyc-arts-profile-jazz-at-lincoln-center-programs-for-young-people
https://wyntonmarsalis.org/videos/view/nyc-arts-profile-jazz-at-lincoln-center-programs-for-young-people


Tito Puente

39

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Ricans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Harlem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timbales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHvtKdlAEUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Jga9b4xKx4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPvMEZoZoZU


Florence Price
Bio: An American classical composer. In 1932, Price composed her Symphony in E 
Minor, which the Chicago Symphony Orchestra premiered the following year.  Price is 
noted as the first African-American woman to be recognized as a symphonic 
composer, and the first to have a composition played by a major orchestra.

Genre: Classical Music

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

(1) Play or listen to a piece composed by Florence Price.  Can be done on piano. 
(All Grade Levels) 

(2) Clips to share: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2d_2JJBcMs (All Grade 
Levels) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=On8dl1Ig1TE   (3rd-5th Graders)

(3) Florence Price study plan: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/classical-music-florence-price-symphony-no1
/z48rscw (3rd-5th Graders) 40
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Ella Fitzgerald
Bio: Was an American jazz singer, sometimes referred to as the First 
Lady of Song, Queen of Jazz, and Lady Ella. Her voice spanned three 
octaves. She could sing very high notes and very low notes. She was 
famous for her scat singing. She won 14 Grammy Awards. She was 
awarded the National Medal of Art and the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom.

Genre: Jazz

Suggested Inclusion on Curriculum:

1) Ella Fitzgerald can be presented/discussed when introducing     the 
musical genre of jazz and/or music improvisation with scat.  (All 
Grade Levels)  https://kids.kiddle.co/Ella_Fitzgerald  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVpMLOPRgc

2) Clips to share: (All Grade Levels)                   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdhDXuBOvcg&index=66&li

st=PL83DD1359DBE7B1C9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bgFkeDLpSI
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Ray Charles (1930 - 2004)
Bio: Ray Charles was an American singer, songwriter, musician and 
composer.  He lost his vision when he was just 7 years old.  He was 
often referred to as "The Genius", and who pioneered the soul 
music genre, (combining blues, rhythm and blues, gospel styles) 
during 1950’s. 

Genre:  Soul music

Suggested Inclusion on Curriculum:

1) All grade levels:   https://kids.kiddle.co/Ray_Charles  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WyB4jkcnhI 

About Ray Charles (3rd to 5th graders): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WyB4jkcnhI 
Top 10 Ray Charles Songs: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VsE8A1o_tc 
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Motown and the Civil Rights Movement
Suggested inclusion during Black History Month: 

During the American Civil Rights movement era in the 1950s and 1960s, 
motown played an inspirational role in changing racial perceptions and 
they influenced subsequent performers for many years.  Motown 
Records Corporation, founded by Berry Gordy, created not only the 
greatest pop music hit factory, but an institution, a state of mind, a way of 
life, a style, the “Sound of Young America”.  The upbeat and uplifting 
music, brought together pop and soul, white and black, young and old. 
Motown encouraged America’s youth, urging them to look beyond racial 
divides and to simply sing and dance together in a time where the theme 
of unity was becoming increasingly important.

Examples of Motown songs: 

● Martha The Vandellas “Dancing in the Street”
● The Supremes “You Can’t Hurry Love”
● Marvin Gaye “I Heard It Through the Grapevine”
● The Temptations “My Girl”
● Ben E. King “Stand By Me” 43

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9zaQgl_pT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQ7uXX9K7Sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAPj9oP4q_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEztui18cA8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwZNL7QVJjE


Nat King Cole (1919 – 1965) 
Bio: Nat King Cole was an American musician hailed as one of the best 
and most influential pianists and small-group leaders of the swing era. He 
learned to play the piano when he was 4 years old. He created a group 
called King Cole trio, and in the 1950’s left the trio and became a solo 
singer.  He is popular for his soft, baritone voice, and you can recognize his 
music and singing even now.  

Genre: Jazz

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

All grade levels:   https://kids.kiddle.co/Nat_King_Cole
Mini Bio:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1mT3uq1OTo   

3. Famous Song: “Unforgettable”
Nat King Cole (solo)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFyuOEovTOE

b. Duet with daughter, Natalie Cole 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhpmxjRXneY 44
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Lena Mary Calhoun Horne

Bio: Lena Mary Calhoun Horne was an American singer, 
dancer, actress, and civil rights activist. Horne's career 
spanned over 70 years, appearing in film, television, and 
theater. Horne joined the chorus of the Cotton Club at the 
age of 16 and became a nightclub performer before moving 
to Hollywood.

Genre: Broadway; Traditional Pop, Vocal Jazz

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

(1) Singing on Sesame Street - The Alphabet  
(Kindergarten)
Singing with Kermit - It’s not Easy Being Green (K-2)
Singing with Grover - Overcoming Shyness (K-2)

(2) Lesson about the Cotton Club  (3-5) 
(3) Documentary in Lena Horne's Words  (3-5) 45
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William Grant Still

Bio: An American composer of nearly 200 works, including five symphonies, four ballets, 
nine operas, over thirty choral works, plus art songs, chamber music and works for solo 
instruments. Often referred to as the "Dean of Afro-American Composers". Still was the 
first African American to conduct a major American symphony orchestra, the first to have a 
symphony (his 1st Symphony) performed by a leading orchestra, the first to have an opera 
performed by a major opera company, the New York City Opera, and the first to have an 
opera performed on national television. His first symphony, Afro-American Symphony 
(1930), which was, until 1950, the most widely performed symphony composed by an 
American. Still is considered to be part the Harlem Renaissance movement.

Genre: Classical

Suggested Inclusion in Curriculum:

(1) A tone poem that Still wanted to show the serious side of black music and “the 
triumph of a people over their sorrows through fervent prayer.” Darker America (3-5)

(2) Blends jazz, blues and spirituals into a traditional classical form, which elevates that 
music as something to be celebrated. Afro-American Symphony (3-5)

(3) Music and Activities for Different Moods (K-5)
(4) Classical Kids Music Lessons on How Are You Feeling (K-5)
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Reading & Writing Sub-Committee
Members include:

● Allie Garofalow
● Sarah Issa
● Sojeong Kim
● Deb Lee
● Christine Malloy
● Lynn McTeague
● Shanna Milkey
● Mary Pilla
● Andrew Rackow 47



Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in 
Reading & Writing

Reading and Writing is part of the daily curriculum at the elementary level 
and the foundation for all additional subjects.  There are so many ways to 
fold in this learning opportunity with read alouds, independent reading and 

reflective writing and essays.  

The DEI committee has compiled a list of suggested books which include  
the following themes: celebrating community, cultural heritage, social justice, 

segregation and much more. 
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The King of Kindergarten
by Derrick Barnes and Vanessa Brantley-Newton

Summary: Instilled with a message of confidence from his parents, a young 
boy bravely attends his first day of Kindergarten. As he experiences many 
firsts, he keeps in mind the words his mother proclaimed earlier that morning: 
The morning sun blares through your window like a million brass trumpets. It 
sits and shines behind your head--like a crown. Mommy says that today, you 
are going to be the King of Kindergarten!

Committee Notes: This book is an excellent Kindergarten read. The children 
are experiencing so many firsts, and the main character embraces each 
moment with openness. 

Grade Level(s): Kindergarten
Motif: Bravery, Pride, New experiences
Theme: Addresses first day jitters through confidence. 
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Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea
by Meena Harris

Summary: A beautiful, empowering picture book about two sisters who work 
with their community to create a playground in their neighborhood, inspired 
by a true story from the childhood of the author’s aunt, Vice President Elect 
Kamala Harris, and mother, lawyer and policy expert Maya Harris.

Committee Notes: This book shares the very important message that children 
can make a difference. Plus, the story is timely since it features a moment in 
the Vice President Elect’s youth.

Grade Level(s): K/1 
Motif: Community, Partnership, Self - advocating
Theme: Child empowerment 
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Summary: Frustrated by a day full of teachers and classmates 
mispronouncing her name, a little girl tells her mother she never wants to 
come back to school. In response, the girl's mother teaches her about the 
musicality of African, Asian, Black-American, Latinx, and Middle Eastern 
names on their lyrical walk home through the city. The young girl returns to 
school the next day to share her knowledge with her class. 

Committee Notes: Ideal for early grade school, when children are first 
meeting friends and teachers outside the presence of their parents, Your 
Name Is a Song empowers the listener to love his or her name and models 
how to stand up for its proper pronunciation. 

Grade Level(s): K-1
Motifs: Cultural Heritage, Respect, Musicality
Theme: Our names are all different, beautiful, meaningful, and important.

Your Name Is a Song 
by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow
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I Am Enough by Grace Byers
I Am Every Good Thing by Barnes & James

Summary: Two powerful read alouds about valuing and celebrating yourself. 
In I Am Enough, students will discover a lyrical ode to loving who you are, 
respecting others, and being kind to one another. We are more than enough. 
We just need to believe it. And in I Am Every Good Thing, our confident Black 
narrator is proud of everything that makes him who he is. He is a leader. He 
is a friend. He's got big plans, and no matter the obstacles, there’s no doubt 
he'll see them through. 

Committee Notes: These stories remind our children that they are inherently 
good, that they each have immense value despite their differences, that their 
potential is limitless, and that they are, all of them, worthy of love. 

Grade Level(s): K-1
Motifs: Self-esteem, Perseverance, Resilience, Diversity 
Theme: Every child is full of goodness and capable of greatness. 52
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I Am One 
by Susan Verde 

Summary: From the author of I Am Love comes a powerful call to action, 
encouraging each reader to raise their voice, extend a hand, and take that 
one first step to start something beautiful and move toward a better world.

Committee Notes: This story is about encouraging our children to be active 
changemakers, no matter how small they are; to value their judgement when 
they see an injustice; and to take whatever small steps they can, together, to 
make it right. 

Grade Level(s): K-1
Motif: Self-Esteem, Determination, Kindness
Theme: An action no matter how small can make a difference in our world.
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All The Colors We Are 
by Katie Kissinger

Summary: All The Colors We Are celebrates the essence of one way we are 
all special and different from one another—our skin color! This bilingual 
(English/Spanish) book offers children a simple, scientifically accurate 
explanation about how our skin color is determined by our ancestors, the 
sun, and melanin. 

Committee Notes: This nonfiction book was chosen as it fosters conversation 
and celebration of differences and skin tones.

Grade Level(s): K-1
Motif: Differences, Skin tones, melanin. 
Theme: Our skin colors are a scientific determination by our ancestors, the 
melanin in our skin and the sun. 
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Hair Love 
by Matthew A. Cherry 

 Summary: It’s up to Daddy to give his daughter an 
extra-special hair style in this ode to self-confidence and the 
love between fathers and daughters, from Academy-Award 
winning director and former NFL wide receiver Matthew A. 
Cherry and New York Times bestselling illustrator Vashti 
Harrison.

Committee Notes: This book was chosen because not only is 
it a celebration of love and self-expression, but students will 
love watching the Oscar winning 7 minute short film as well.

Grade Level(s): 2-3
Motif: Family, pride, independance, self esteem, identity
Theme: A family’s love for each other helps foster a child’s 
confidence.
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Hidden Figures 
by Margot Lee Shetterly

 Summary: Margot Lee Shetterly adapts her groundbreaking 
book about Black female mathematicians at NASA for young 
readers, with sharp-edged, jewel-toned illustrations by Laura 
Freeman. A great pick for any budding mathematician or 
astronaut.

Committee Notes: The picture book edition of the adult book of 
nonfiction is an important to have in the classroom. Katherine 
Johnson’s passing in February of this year also makes the 
timing even more relevant.  

Grade Level(s): 2-3
Motif: Persistence, hard work, community
Theme: With hard work and determination, there is no limit to 
what you can do.

56



The Day You Begin 
by Jacqueline Woodson

Summary: Jacqueline Woodson’s lyrical text and Rafael 
Lopez’s dazzling art reminds us that we all feel like outsiders 
sometimes, and how brave it is that we go forth anyway. And 
that sometimes, when we reach out and begin to share our 
stories, others will be happy to meet us halfway.

Committee Notes: This book was chosen because its powerful 
message about celebrating differences and not furthering 
division is as beautiful as it is timely.

Grade Level(s): 2-3
Motif: Self confidence, bravery, kindness
Theme: We have all felt like an outsider, but friendship can 
form through finding commonalities. 
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Let’s Talk About Race 
by Jacqueline Woodson

Summary: Award-winning author and civil rights activist Julius 
Lester shows that everyone is alike when they take their skin 
off, in this acclaimed picture book with art by Karen Barbour. 
Lester’s unique vision is truly a celebration of all of us.

Committee Notes: This simple to follow along book introduces a 
big topic and opens up lots of discussions. The central topic is 
that everyone has a story, and racism is a story that isn’t true.

Grade Level(s): 2-3
Motif: Social justice, respect for others, self-love 
Theme: Inside our skin we are all the same.
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The Other Side 
by Jacqueline Woodson

Summary: Two girls, both of whom are a different race 
demonstrate that even though there is a fence that divides 
them they will not let the fence keep them from 
developing a friendship.

Committee Notes: Set in the 1950’s; a well written, 
beautifully illustrated book, describing life prior to the Civil 
Rights Movement. The symbolism of the fence dividing 
the girls; and their choice to ignore the fence that divides 
them learn tolerance, communication and open 
mindedness.

Grade Level(s): 2-5
Motif: Segregation, power of children, power to change 
the world
Theme: Skin color does not determine friendship
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The Youngest Marcher 
The Story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a Young Civil Rights Activist 

by Cynthia Levinson

Summary: This is the true story of nine year old Audrey Faye Hendricks, 
who was arrested at Civil Rights protests in Birmingham, Alabama. She was 
inspired by the Reverend Martin Luther King to protest racial segregation. 
She marched and picketed and went to jail to force change in her 
hometown. 

Committee Notes: The Youngest Marcher illustrates the injustices that 
African Americans went through daily in 1960s Alabama and the incredible 
bravery that young Audrey exhibited. The book shows how vital protest is to 
American history and how children can be a part of the changes they want 
to see.

Grade Level(s): 3-5
Motif: Segregation, Power of protest, social justice
Theme: Young people can make a difference
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She was the First! The Trailblazing Life of Shirley Chisholm
by Katheryn Russell-Brown and Eric Velasquez 

Summary: This book celebrates Shirley Chisholm’s achievement and public 
service as a pioneer political leader, as a person of color, and as a woman. 
It describes her perseverance during childhood, her tenaciousness civic 
engagement,  and her trailblazing political career as the first black woman 
elected to the New York State Assembly,  the first black Congress woman in 
1968, and the first Black person to pursue the presidency of the United 
States as a major party candidate in 1972. 

Committee Notes: We found the story of her childhood, her separation from 
parents, and her adjustment to a new school environment, to be inspiring. 
Shirley’s campaigns and political contributions can provoke a great 
discussion about the roles and virtues of political leaders.

Grade Level(s): 4-5 
Motif: Courage, determination, aspiration,  African-American representation
Theme: Shirley was a tenacious and compassionate leader as she became 
the first Black Congresswoman. 61



The Hallelujah Flight 
by Phil Bildner and John Holyfield 

Summary: Pioneering aviator James Banning and his co-pilot Thomas Allen 
made their dream come true to become the first African-American pilots to fly 
across the country in 1932. With little money to support their flying, Banning 
and Allen needed help at each stop for tools, food, clothes and gasoline. 
Despite facing much prejudice, they finished the flight with many helping 
hands. As a reward for their supporters, Banning and Allan wrote on Flying 
Hobos, the old plane they flew, the names of each of those who helped them.

Committee Notes: 
Banning and Allen are missing heroes in American aviation history. They are 
two names that should be celebrated along with Lindberg and Amelia Earhart. 
This book illustrates the compassionate friendship that helped Banning and 
Allen to overcome prejudice and to complete their historic flight.

Grade Level(s): 4-5
Motif: Compassion, courage, perseverance, African American achievement
Theme: Banning and Allen finished their transatlantic flight in 1932 aboard The 
Flying Hobos with help from many friends and supporters across the country. 62



President of the Whole Fifth Grade 
by Sherri Winston 

Summary: A wonderful novel with distinctive voices, describing real life 
friendships and rivalries as the main character Brianna faces unexpected 
competition when running for fifth grade president. She is ambitious but 
comes to realize the importance of relationships as she goes through 
feelings of pride, guilt, envy and humility. The story is engaging and even 
draws frequent analogies to US presidential history. 

Committee Notes: This book was chosen because it is an appealing first 
book in a series that features an African-American girl who is ambitious and 
a bit flawed and comes to learn the importance of integrity as she strives to 
reach her goals.

Grade Level(s): 4-5
Motif: Integrity, honesty, choices, reaching your dreams
Theme: The importance of staying true to yourself as you pursue your goals

63



Bud, Not Buddy 
by Christopher Paul Curtis 

Summary: Bud Caldwell is a 10-year oldAfrican American orphan growing 
up in Flint, MI during 1930’s Great Depression. His mother left him only a 
few seemingly insignificant possessions, which include a flyer of jazz 
musician Herman E. Calloway. Bud’s search for a father he never knew 
leads him on a road trip to discover the musician’s link to his mother and to 
find a place where he truly belongs.

Committee Notes: This book was included because it is a beautifully written 
story of a boy navigating the world of racial prejudice and inequality as he 
tries to discover who he truly is. Despite Bud’s age, he shows a keen 
awareness of race and the way it functions in society.

Grade Level(s): 4-5
Motif: Family, identity, perseverance
Theme: Bud learns through his experiences that when one door closes, 
another door opens. Also, a community of people who care for you and love 
you unconditionally can be just as much family as blood relatives are.
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Summary: Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with 
struggles like any other. Kwame Alexander and James Patterson join forces 
to vividly depict his life up to age seventeen in both prose and verse, 
including his childhood friends, struggles in school, the racism he faced, and 
his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about Cassius' family and 
neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, 
Cassius began training as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before long, he 
won his first Golden Gloves bout and began his transformation into the 
famous Muhammed Ali.

Committee Notes: The poetry and illustrations in the book helped to soften 
the everyday injustices felt by Cassius Clay and his family. His resilience 
and ultimate triumph exemplify courage and determination.

Grade Level(s): 4-5
Motif: segregation, social justice
Theme: Stand up for yourself

Becoming Muhammad Ali 
by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander
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